Minutes of the 8th WBCC Meeting 

Dates = 12th and 13th January 2004

Host = Australia Blind Cricket (ABC) 

Venue = Travel Lodge Hotel, Bankstown, Sydney, NSW

Proceedings of DAY – 1,  January 12 2004

On behalf of the hosts ABC, Australia, its Administrator Mr Trevor Vayro welcomed all the delegates for the 8th WBCC Annual General meeting. 

Mr George Abraham, Chairman WBCC then took over the proceedings of the meeting.

Roll Call – Andrew Mcdonald (AM) & Neil Fellows (NF) both from New Zealand (NZ)

                  Adam Ely (AE) from South Africa (SA)

                  Reinz Benedict (RB) from Sri Lanka (SL)

                  Geoff Smith (GS) & Tim Guttridge (TG) both from England (ENG)

                  Peter Donovan (PD) & Trevor Vayro (TV) both from Australia (AUS)

                  George Abraham (GA) & D. Ranganathan (DR) from India (IND) AND
                  Jes Buchianan (JB) from Australia as helper for minutes

Apologies – Agha Shaukat Ali from Pakistan and Neils Troskie from South Africa (SA). GA (IND) informed the house that Pakistan has given him the proxy for the meeting on behalf of Pakistan; DR (IND) read out the relevant letter from PBCC, PAKISTAN.

Minutes of Chennai meeting held in December 2002 

Since the minutes had been circulated to all member countries, the house felt that there was no need to read out the minutes again. Australia (TV) moved a motion to formally adopt the minutes, which was seconded by England (TG, GS); no objection by any one; Minutes adopted.

Matters arising from the Chennai minutes 

World Cup Bid - TV (AUS) informed the house that a World Cup bid criteria and format was to be circulated by India, which has not been done. DR (IND) informed the house that to his knowledge nothing was discussed or minuted in the chennai meeting regarding this matter and even it was, no one reverted on it when the minutes were circulated to all member countries. The house decided that a formal bid document to be put together by Secretary General – WBCC – GS (ENG)
Eye classification certificate format – TV (AUS) informed the house that it is required to formalize this matter. Almost all the member countries present in the meeting reacted to this. India (DR), SA (AE), SL (RB) & TG (ENG) all gave their views on the matter. Every one felt that the process of implementation is important than the format; it is important to standardize the testing place and norms first; consistency of the agency doing the medical eye test is also important. A question was raised if Visual Acuity and field of vision are enough for classifying the category ? The chairman (GA) felt that it was very much adequate though he also felt that consistency in implementation is pertinent. DR (IND) said - eye classification process is important for the world cup; he narrated India’s world cup experience at Chennai and expressed his concerns at the process being followed by member countries; GA (IND) emphasized the need for teams to give medical certificates along with their teams’ list; he also emphasized the need for carrying out medical scanning of players in the outdoors, in the morning, afternoon and evening, respectively; he went on to suggest that visual acuity indoors and outdoors should be added to the format as additional criteria of checking the vision category. TG (ENG) concurred with this suggestion. GS (ENG) said that no team should be allowed to enter a World Cup without WBCC eye classification certificates for its players, in the prescribed format. TG (ENG) said that World Cup host nations should be given proper criteria standards for it to be implemented otherwise the host can’t be held responsible for the same. TV (AUS) said IBSA cards to be used till a suitable format is designed; AE (SA) – suggested that the existing standards of WBCC are fine till new standards going forward are framed; till then current WBCC rules of eye testing to be used – proposal moved by Aus (TV) seconded by SA (AE). TG (ENG) to liaise with SSI for putting a testing process in place – rules, format, procedure, etc. 

General Medical Condition

TV (AUS) said, Medical condition of a player other than sight category is a private matter between the player and the tournament director not to be made public. Agreed by all. Member countries to be responsible for the medical condition of all its players participating in the world cup or international games – host country and WBCC not to be held responsible
Resignation of Treasurer

TV (AUS) said, he resigned as treasurer of WBCC in June’03 but there has been no ratification by the Ex. Com. He said it was not a criticism but a suggestion that ratification is required for treasurer function to continue

Break for coffee

Reports 

RB (SL) – dues to WBCC on their behalf by India – DR & GA (IND) clarified that the money o/s with India had been adjusted against expenses spent by ACBI (India) on the extra member of the Sri Lanka Team during the Petro World Cup cricket for the Blind held at Chennai in December 2002. This was done in consultation with Mr Alex Jayawardane, the earlier member from Sri Lanka into the WBCC and this needs to be regularized by way of a letter from Sri Lanka to India confirming & accepting the adjustment. 

Chairman’s Report 

Being his last address to the house as chairman, as he has decided to step down from Chairmanship in this meeting, GA (IND) said he would focus on what has been done so far. He said, WBCC is a group of countries; performance of WBCC is directly related to countries’ performance; important for countries to work in their own back yard; countries must get on with funding options, training options; tours, etc.; He commended the efforts of GS (ENG) in making head way with ICC and for having established links with its office bearers Chris Biers and Andrew Ede. Reacting to the ICC feed back to WBCC w.r.t. to affiliation to ICC, where it had suggested that  member countries should approach their local cricketing bodies for affiliation which would ease out the process of affiliation of WBCC to ICC, the chairman said if ICC does not include Blind Cricket as part of its agenda then it is of no use. Commending Pakistan’ Blind Cricket Council’s efforts in getting affiliation to PCB and for having gathered support from its govt. and SA blind cricket’s efforts to have its presence with its main stream cricket body (UCBSA), he said, while individual member countries work with their local cricketing bodies for affiliation, ICC should be approached and asked to direct its members to start a dialogue with its countries Blind Cricket bodies; to facilitate affiliation process. He added, we need to recognize the diversity of each member countries’ strengths and weaknesses and use the countries to develop the game worldwide. He said that relationship with ICC is not an end but a means to an end; WBCC is here to promote Blind Cricket worldwide; that is our vision; affiliation to ICC is a stepping-stone in that direction. Commended on the Strategy document prepared and circulated by GS (ENG), the chairman said, it is a very good draft; gives a plan for various aspects to be taken up by the WBCC. He was critical on WBCC that lots are discussed in the meeting rooms but very few follow it up, like the aim for having more member countries by 2010 as discussed at the Colombo meet. He appreciated the efforts taken by England at bringing in Barbados and Trinidad in the Blind Cricket map but emphasized that others also have to start working on this important issue of adding new members to WBCC. On the finance related issues – he said, projects of WBCC are projects of the member countries; England has taken the initiative for Barbados cricket and arranged for funds for the same; similarly, each member country should strive for arranging its own funds for WBCC projects. He suggested that member countries should have and manage a WBCC account in its own land; funds in it to be used for WBCC projects and if need be, shared with other member countries. On the PR activity, he said promotion of blind cricket has been missing; it happens only during World Cup times and felt that there is a need to move on with PR activity for the game; people have to be shown and told about the game; regional PR approach under the guidance of a PR strategy head is vital. He concluded his report by saying LET US DO IT.

Vice Chairman’s Report 

Informing the house that there is nothing much to report as Vice Chairman, PD (AUS) placed on record the excellent efforts of the out going Chairman, GA (India), in bringing up this game this far in the world map. He said, but for GA’s vision and planning, neither the two world cups would have happened nor would the game have become international, as it is now. He said, while the WBCC would have liked GA to continue as its Chairman, it respects and appreciates his decision to step down. He concluded by saying ‘George, you have done a wonderful job and it would take a great effort on any new coming chairman to keep up to the standards set by you’. 

Report by the Vice Chairman in his Treasury Role – PD (AUS) said, his role as a treasurer of WBCC has been mainly of receiving subscription and managing the same; hence, not much to report. It has been difficult operating the bank account in Australia. He recalled the earlier efforts of TH (ENG) and GA & DR (IND) in getting WBCC registered in their countries and informed the house that it has been difficult registering WBCC as a charity in Australia as well. He said nothing has moved much on this front and we, in WBCC, have to take a solution on it sooner than later. He added that there are issues relating to with holding of tax and forex fluctuation as well; as a result, by the time the amount remitted by member countries or the interest earned on the balance is credited to the bank account in Australia lot is lost by way of bank charges & taxes. Hence, he suggested that we should to have the bank account of WBCC in a place that is most suitable. DR (IND) also gave his views on registration of WBCC and informed the house that it may not be legally possible at this stage to register WBCC as it is in any country. He suggested that, till WBCC is registered as a charity in any particular country, let each member country operate and manage a bank a/c in its own country specifically for WBCC activities and the account be named suitably with a ‘prefix’ or ‘suffix’ of WBCC in it, in line with what GA (IND) had indicated in his report as the Chairman, at the beginning of this meeting. AE (SA) gave his views on the banking for WBCC and informed the house on the status in SA, specifically. PD (AUS) then informed the house that the current bank balance of WBCC is USD 5204.28 and read out the status of annual fee from member countries into the WBCC kitty with a specific mention that SL has not paid anything to WBCC till date. After a series of discussion within the house regarding the mode for paying up the pending fee by member countries, TV (AUS) proposed that pending fee till 2003 be cleared, if possible, in this meeting itself and the fee for 2004 be accounted for by member countries in their own account or ear mark the same in its main account and a confirmation be sent to the Treasurer latest by 30th September every year; Seconded by AE (SA) and cleared by all present; RB (SL) wanted WBCC to send an invoice for the dues and informed the house that SL would clear the same at the earliest; PD (AUS) confirmed that he would arrange to do the same; 

Finally it was also decided that, for use of WBCC funds by member countries for any development project of WBCC, member country to seek a ratification of the expenditure from the Executive and if country’s own funds are to be used for such projects they need to be informed to the executive (India Proposes, England seconds; cleared by all)

Secretary General’s(SG) Report

GS (ENG) informed the house that a contact has been established with ICC and that this relationship is evolving; ICC requires a strategic plan; Chris Biers of ICC commended on the plan document submitted by GS. The SG added that he hopes the Australian delegates and Peter Donovan will be able to meet up with the ICC officials during the Australian Blind Cricket Team’s tour to England in 2004 summer. He requested that, by end of November every year member countries should circulate a calendar of its events to SG, which he would then circulate to all the cricketing bodies, as he felt this would improve the profile of WBCC. He emphasized the need for a Patron for WBCC and said this topic would come up later when the agenda item of Patron is taken up for discussion by the house in this meeting. He concluded his report by informing the house that he has enjoyed his role of SG so far and will be very happy to continue the role, till WBCC wants him to do.

Restructure of Committees 

PD (AUS) read out his email dated 6th Dec. 2003 to all where in he had replied in detail to the strategic plan circulated earlier by GS (ENG) 

Regional Directors (RDs) to be commissioned persons by the executive council. EC to exist as it is with Chairman, VC and SG/Treasurer. GS (ENG) suggested that RDs should develop plans for their region which should be ratified by the EC; 

TV (AUS) suggested that the constitution be amended to change the EC to three positions – Chairman, Vice Chairman and SG/Treasurer

TG (ENG) suggested that only PRO post to be deleted in the EC as a change to the constitution.

TV (AUS) suggested that EC should be in 3:1 ratio of blind and sighted persons

GA (IND) – SG/Treasurer can be the only two positions in EC for sighted persons; Chairman and Vice Chairman to be only Visually Impaired persons

Decision – WBCC EC to be a 4-member council with Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary General and Treasurer out of which only the SG & Treasurer could be sighted persons

(Change 5 to 4 in the EC) – Clause 2 (a) of the constitution

TG (ENG) Proposed that PRO post is deleted from the constitution and the EC be reduced to 4 posts; also the clause Part C, 4(,f) – no member can hold two posts simultaneousely, be deleted; only one of the 4 members in the EC can be a sighted person with either the Secretary General or the Treasurer need not be a visually impaired person (EC constitution in the ratio of 3:1 visually impaired and sighted persons); Part C clause 4,c – remove words ‘visually impaired’; seconded by TV (AUS) and cleared by all members present.

It was agreed that WBCC accepts the plan suggested by the Vice Chairman for creation of Regional Directors and the necessary changes be made to the constitution.

Elections

Post of Chairman

Nominations received from England, Pakistan and India for PD (AUS) to the post of Chairman.

TG (ENG) proposes PD (AUS) as the chairman, seconded by India and cleared by all. The new chairman looks upon the contributions of the out going chairman, GA (IND), towards WBCC and blind cricket. He briefs the house about his vision and dream for the WBCC and the game. 

CARE is the punch word for the new Chairman – Communication; Accountability; Realistic; Enthusiastic (Energetic and Enjoyment)

Post of Vice Chairman

Nominations – Tim Guttridge (England) – by England & Australia

                        Agha Shaukat Ali (Pakistan) – by Pakistan & India

GA (IND), proxy fro Pakistan, briefs the house on the candidature of Agha Shaukat Ali (Pakistan) and informs the house about his contributions made for the game in Pakistan. He said, Agha Shaukat Ali may not be eloquent in his spoken English or in his communication but that should not be held against him and his candidature. His contributions towards development of the game in Pakistan speak for himself and his abilities.

TG (ENG) leaves the meeting while the house discussed his candidature. GS (ENG) briefed the house about the contributions of TG towards the development of the game in England as well as in the West Indies and in making relationship with ICC along with him. Commending on the contributions of Agha Shaukat Ali (PAK), he said he did not have anything against him personally but at this stage he would strongly recommend TG’s name for the post of Vice Chairman, WBCC.

Put to vote and TG (ENG) voted for the post of Vice Chairman – Eng, SL, SA, NZ and AUS in favour and India & Pakistan against – cleared 5:2.

Post of Secretary General   

Nominations – Geoff Smith (ENG) – England & Pakistan

No other nominations

Geoff Smith re-elected unanimousely as the Secretary General, WBCC

Treasurer

Secretary General (GS, ENG) – to add up the position of Treasurer till the casual vacancy is filled up.  

With the new EC elected, the out going chairman, George Abraham, briefed the house by recalling and reviewing the work done by the WBCC over the last eight years. He wishes the new EC all the best for the future. He then leaves his chair and vacates the position of Chairman.

Finally, the SG (GS, ENG) presents a Gift to the out going chairman on behalf of the WBCC and PD (AUS) also presents a gift to the ex chairman. 

Regional Directors 

TV (AUS) is the Regional Director for Oceana – Proposed by AM (NZ); seconded by ENG and cleared by all. 

AE (SA) is the Regional Director for Africa – proposed by ENG, seconded by AUS and cleared by all

TG (ENG) is the Regional Director for Atlantic – proposed by TV (AUS) and seconded by SA; cleared by all

Regional Director for Asia kept in abeyance – GA proposes the names of Agha Shaukat Ali (PAK) and D Ranganathan (IND); GA to discuss this with Agha Shaukat Ali and get back. 

PD (AUS) proposes GA (IND) as the Chairman of the Regional Directors sub committee, seconded by AE (SA) and cleared by all. GA (IND) to confirm this to the EC.

World Cup 2006-07

Bids submitted by Pakistan, South Africa and Australia

PD (AUS) reads out the e mail proposal from Pakistan. GA (IND), in his capacity as proxy of Pakistan, briefed the house on the bid from Pakistan and in particular informed the house that the entire bid has been underwritten by the PCB, which, he felt, was a major factor in favour of the bid from Pakistan. He gave confidence to the council on the abilities of Pakistan to host the event. He said, funds are the most important issue and on that account PBCC has it all underwritten by PCB. GA (IND) also informed the house about his discussions with Abu Dabhi cricket for the next world cup. He said India would get back with the bid if it materializes.

AE (SA) informed the house that the bid from SA has been provisionally endorsed by UCBSA. He said most likely the event would be held at Western Province, Capetown. He added that since the event is supported by Western Province Cricket the final could be held at Newlands cricket ground. He then informed the house on the possible structure of the organising committee for the world cup and that he would be heading it. He talked about touring attraction and touring sites in and around Cape Town, the Climate in Cape Town; 20 other cricket grounds in 20 km radius in Cape town other than New Lands; Costs comparison – coffee 1 USD; three course meal USD 16.70, coke – 90 cents; Visas not being a problem; Not too many quarantine problems; By 2004 the number of security personnel on the Cape Town Streets will be close to 4000 +; Travel and Transport being not a problem as most of the Intl. Airlines touch Capetown; hotels which he said are in all about 50 within Capetown of which 15 are 5 star category. He the said the fixtures are made with eight countries considered for the world cup. A one day visit to Robin Island and Wine yards to be arranged by the organizers; Any other tourist visit to be on the member country’s account. On the Media coverage, he said SA Blind Cricket is confident of getting a decent coverage. On the expenses arrangement, he said it would be almost exactly similar to what had happened in India in 1998 and 2002. He said, match Officials to be used and arranged as it has been done so in the past two world cups. He then concluded by saying that he would be happy to go back and supplement any other information that is felt necessary for the EC to take a decision on the bid. 

PD (AUS) proposes that by 30th March 2004 all formal bids to be sent to the council; by 30th April 2004 to be cleared by the EC.

TV (AUS) proposes that by 29th February 2004 all formal bids to be sent to the council; EC to clear by 31st March 2004. Agreed by all.

Proceedings of Day 2 – January 13, 2004

Roll call – TG & GS (ENG), RB (SL), AE (SA), GA & DR (IND), TV & PD (AUS)

Apologies – NF & AM from New Zealand

Proxy - TG (ENG) for NZ and GA (IND) for Pakistan.

Playing Rules Change

Rule 7 regarding wide ball marking -

TV (AUS) proposes change to Rule 7 regarding wide ball marking, as circulated. AE (SA) makes his point against the motion – not progressive in thinking; GA(Proxy PAK) – makes his point against the motion – not progressive in thinking; DR (IND) feels the same way 

The motion lost 4 : 3 – SL, SA, PAK and IND (Against) ENG, AUS, NZ (for)

No change to the existing rule

Rule 11 regarding Boundary – 

proposed by TV (AUS) – 

clause (a) minimum of 45 yrs and max of 55 yds 

clause (b) no change

clause (c).  An Inner Circle of 20 Yards within the outer boundary be measured from the centre stump in a complete half circle from each respective wicket and should be joined by parallel broken lines.

clause (d).  For the first 40% of overs of each innings a minimum of 6 fieldsmen together with the bowler and wicket keeper must field within the inner circle mentioned in rule 11(c).  After the expiration of the 1st 40% overs a maximum of 5 fieldsmen may be permitted to field outside the inner circle.

Passed and cleared 5:2 (Pakistan and NZ against)

Rule Changed

Rule – 18 – fieldsman

As proposed by Australia agreed unanimously

Rule changed 

Suggestions by TV (AUS) – category catching; caller to B1s by substitute runner; countries to consider this and clear.

Suggestion of Pakistan – regarding maximum B1 fielders near the stumps

WBCC Code of Conduct 

Countries to review the same in detail and revert to the SG, WBCC (GS, ENG)

SG, WBCC to resend this draft to India 

Strategic Plan for WBCC – proposed by GS (ENG) for adoption of his own plan which was circulated to member countries; seconded by SL. Cleared by AUS, SA and IND. PAK & NZ abstain since they did not have any directive on the issue. Draft accepted and adopted by the house.

Recognition by national bodies – GS (ENG) will be happy to correspond with member countries, if need be, for recognition; GA (IND) suggests that SG, WBCC should explore the possibility of ICC corresponding and informing with its member countries about the constant relationship that is being developed between WBCC & ICC.

England, Pakistan and South Africa are recognized by their respective cricket boards. Australia could also get recognized soon – TV (AUS) briefed the house about the development work in this regard.

The International Ball  

TG (ENG) – the new ball has been used extensively by England in its local games and in its development work in Barbados & Trinidad; not being very negative about it but the general impression is that the English players would prefer the existing ball or the ball from Pakistan; also from cost point of view as well the new ball seems to be prohibitive.

AE (SA) – havn’t had a chance to use the new ball in SA b’cos it was never handed over to the local body by the representatives from SA who attended the meeting in Delhi in Feb 2002. Also SA was not aware as to where they should approach for the new ball. PD (AUS) to give a couple of balls to AE (SA) who would then test it out and revert.

RB (SL) – havn’t had the opportunity to play the ball in SL; have been using the Indian ball and are presently happy with it.

GA (IND) – have managed to use it and are, by and large, happy though it does create a bit of issues for players in India on a ‘non smooth’ pitch surface. The cost of the ball is also very prohibitive for local budgets given the fact that we in India use close to 500 - 1000 balls a year. But would be happy to go along with the WBCC decided ball provided the costs are attractive and reduces substantially.

TV (AUS) – at times it gives low sound; it does burst but very rarely; concern on metal part flying out when the ball bursts specially for B1s & B2s. Cost is higher b’cos of transportation costs; a little change has been made to the metal piece inside the plastic case with the edges being smoothened as against being sharp as of now; it costs 11-12 AUS D to get it to Australia and then when it is transported the costs go up further; the audibility should improve in the future; it is difficult to use the Indian balls in Australia since the grounds that are used for local games are small - 30yds to 40 yds at the boundary and larger grounds are very far away from the reach of the blind cricketers – both logistically and economically. NZ also is in favour of the new ball though the existing Indian Ball has been fine so far. 

DR (IND) – briefs on the possibility of exploring further development on the Indian Ball but without any commitment to the house on the time period.

GA (IND) – if the costs are to be in the tune of 4-5 dollars many players will be automatically deleted from the game. 

TG (ENG) – proposes that the old Indian ball be used for all International games from end of Jan. 2004 until further development takes place on any new ball – seconded by AE (SA). GA (IND) said, this should not be taken as a set back; PD (AUS) has done a wonderful job in bringing up a new ball; we need to be patient on the matter.

Motion / Proposal cleared 5:2 (AUS & NZ against the motion)

PD (AUS), Chairman requested India if it could explore developing a new ball at its own back yard. GA / DR reverted saying that they will be willing to explore it but would need time till 31st March to get back on this matter and commit a time frame to the WBCC. Agreed by the house.

He also briefed the house on the merits and demerits of the existing ball.

RB (SL) – wanted to know the annual requirement of balls – England 500; SL – 200; SA – 350; PAK – 250 (Approx.); IND – 250 – 300; AUS – 500 (incl. NZ) = approx. 2000 – 3000 balls annually.

WBCC Regulations 

TV (AUS) – briefed the house the need for a set of regulations from the WBCC w.r.t. all the international games of Blind Cricket; PD (AUS) substantiated the same and emphasized the need for such a set of regulations; TV (AUS) said, with the permission of Sec.Gen. and the house, he will be willing to circulate the set of regulations as are applicable to Australian Blind Cricket. PD (AUS) suggested that the council would work on the draft of this document and circulate to all member countries for review and revert which all member countries agreed.

TG (ENG) – proposes that he would be willing to work on remaking the WBCC rules with all the changes made so far in the AGMs and also include the Tournament conduct rules

WBCC Patron 

GS (ENG) said a Patron has to be some one who would help upgrade profile of WBCC; help in funding openings for the game; some one who is of international reputation, some one who is a cricket lover; 

TV (AUS) said patrons mostly are not pro active; whosoever it is, he/she should be one who can contribute for the WBCC and be pro active

GA (IND) – India’s experience on Patrons have been good; Scindia and Gavaskar; never ever they have tried to take the lime light but have allowed us to use their names in promoting the game and the organization

TG (ENG) – agrees with all with their views; have worked on it closely with GS; ex prime minister of England is what we are looking at; we have approached him; he loves cricket; he would be pro active; he is an ex banker; his father was blind; easy to reach. John Major is the name. 

TV (AUS) seconds GS (ENG) proposal that we seek a patron for the WBCC – unanimous decision.

England suggests the name of John Major as the first Patron seconded by Aus – cleared 5:2 – Pakistan and NZ abstain since their proxies did not have any mandate on that.

Member countries to suggest by e mail alternative names for Patronage; Also GS (ENG) requested members to revert to him ever e mail ideas as to how to approach the Patron for discussions.

Sub committees

Regional Committee - George Abraham indicates that he would not like to chair the Regional Development Committee; he would assist them from outside the committee; he would like to work on strategic development and would like to concentrate on Asia for game development

Strategic Planning – GA overviews it and takes input from the executive council

Technical Committee – TG (ENG) to chair and TV (AUS) to support him

AOB

RB (SL) – briefed the house on a German firm interested in staging a tournament in SL; GA (IND) – suggests that we should explore the possibility of having this tournament and also a regular event like Asia Cup since this firm, apparently, is keen on Asia development

PD (AUS) – suggests that this offer is real good but we need more details; he also suggested that this firm should be asked to meet up with George for further discussion and take it further.

WBCC Profile – TG (ENG) – need for setting up a WBCC website and spend money for the same; GS (ENG) WBCC should go ahead with this; work on the costs and go ahead but principally this concept is fine; GA (IND) said he is not an expert on the subject but have a team who is involved with creating a website for his own work back in India; the costs could be very economical in India and we should look at such options; but he does feel that we should go ahead with this website.

AE (SA) – one of the blind cricketers back in SA (who played in the 1998 world cup) is a web designer and he could approach the person and check out possibilities; he also suggested that it should be site that can be managed and changed for data by the user (WBCC) itself

GA (IND) suggested that it would be required to create a document to initiate the process and that with the permission of the house he could develop this initial document and send it to the SG, WBCC for further circulation and this document could then be used for costing the process, etc. 

Agreed that a website for WBCC be created in the near future

Dress Code – TG (ENG) – it is required that we have a proper dress code for all international matches so that the profile of the player and the game he represents is properly perceived by the public at large.

TV (AUS) – seconds the views of TG that a dress code should be there for all international matches and that even in Australia there are states where players use shorts in their domestic games.

PD (AUS, Chairman) – this dress code to be included as part of the regulation document of WBCC.

TV (AUS) – the possible world cup bid from Australia had been delivered to him very late and he feels that there are some serious issues with respect the costs. Hence, he is not withdrawing the bid as of now since a lot of efforts has been put in by the person in Australia but would like members to take back his views in bidding for the next World Cup.

Date for Next AGM

PD (AUS, Chairman) – England and Pakistan are the only two countries not to host the AGM till date. He suggested that we should wait for the date till the date for next world cup is finalized latest by 31st March 2004. The date for next meeting to be finalized and proposed by any host country latest by 30th April 2004

Conclusion – PD (Chairman) commending the efforts of George Abraham – founder Chairman; has been a wonderful meeting; I expect that all of you would go along with me in taking this game further to greater heights; thanked TV and Australia for hosting the meeting; thanked Jes Buchinan for his taking the efforts for minuting the meeting. 

GIST OF DECISIONS TAKEN IN THE MEETING 

1. Chennai Minutes adopted.

2. Secretary General, WBCC to formulate and circulate a formal bid document for World Cup bids in the future, by member countries.

3. Existing standards of WBCC with regard to Sight Classification are to continue till new standards for the same are framed. TG (ENG) to liaise with SSI for putting a testing process in place – rules, format, procedure, etc. 

4. Member countries to be responsible for the medical condition of all its players participating in the world cup or international games – host country and WBCC not to be held responsible

5. O/s money of SL with India used on behalf of SL during Petro World Cup 2002 at Chenna. This is to be regularized by way of a letter from Sri Lanka to India confirming & accepting the adjustment.
6. All pending fee till 2003 be cleared, if possible, in this meeting itself and the fee for 2004 be accounted for by member countries in their own account or ear mark the same in its main account and a confirmation be sent to the Treasurer latest by 30th September every year.

7. For use of WBCC funds by member countries for any development project of WBCC, member country to seek a ratification of the expenditure from the EC and if country’s own funds are to be used for such projects they need to be informed to the EC.

8. By end of November every year member countries to circulate a calendar of its events to SG. Change 5 to 4 in the EC – refer Clause 2 (a) of the WBCC constitution

9. PRO post deleted from the constitution and EC reduced to 4 posts

10. Only one of the 4 members in the EC can be a sighted person with either the Secretary General or the Treasurer need not be a visually impaired person 

11. EC constitution in the ratio of 3:1 visually impaired and sighted persons

12. Part C clause 4,c of the constitution – remove words ‘visually impaired’

13. Clause Part C, 4(,f) – no member can hold two posts simultaneousely – deleted from the constitution.

14. Concept of Regional Directors suggested by PD (AUS) accepted and cleared by WBCC, necessary changes be made to the constitution.

15. Peter Donovan (AUS) is elected the new chairman of WBCC

16. Timothy Guttridge (ENG) is elected the new Vice Chairman of WBCC

17. Geoff Smith (ENG) re-elected unanimousely as the Secretary General of WBCC

18. Secretary General (GS, ENG) – to add up the position of Treasurer till the casual vacancy is filled up

19. Trevor Vayro (AUS) is the Regional Director for Oceana 

20. Adam Ely (SA) is the Regional Director for Africa

21. Timothy Guttridge (ENG) is the Regional Director for Atlantic

22. Regional Director for Asia kept in abeyance – GA proposes the names of Agha Shaukat Ali (PAK) and D Ranganathan (IND); GA to discuss this with Agha Shaukat Ali and get back. 

23. GA (IND) proposed as Chairman of the Regional Directors sub committee. GA to confirm acceptance to the EC.; on Day 2 GA informs the house that he would not like to chair this committee but would like to advise from outside the committee.

24. Countries bidding for the 2006 world cup to send formal bids to EC latest by 29th February 2004; EC to clear it by 31st March 2004. 

25. Rule 11 regarding boundary markings changed as under 

Current Rules:

Clause (a)    The boundary shall be a minimum of 45 yards measured from the centre stump in a complete half circle from each respective wicket and should be joined by parallel lines.  Sufficient boundary markings should be made to help identify the boundaries.

Clause (b)    The boundary markings shall be made using a rope of one inch thickness or using materials such as witches hats that protect the safety of the players.
Change to:

Clause (a)   The outer boundary shall be a minimum of 45 yards measured from the centre stump in a complete half circle from each respective wicket and should be joined by parallel lines.  Sufficient boundary markings should be made to help identify the boundaries.

Clause (b)    The outer boundary markings shall be made using a rope of one inch thickness or using materials such as witches hats that protect the safety of the players.

New Additions to Rule 11 – The Boundaries 

Clause (c).  An Inner Circle of 25 Yards within the outer boundary be measured from the centre stump in a complete half circle from each respective wicket and should be joined by parallel lines.

Clause (d).   For the 1st 15 overs of each innings a minimum of 6 fieldsmen together with the bowler and wicket keeper must field within the inner circle mentioned in rule 11C.  After the expiration of the 1st 15 overs a maximum of 5 fieldsmen may be permitted to field outside the inner circle.

26. Rule – 18 regarding fieldsman changed unanimously as proposed by Australia. 

Current Rules:

Clause (a).    No fielder shall dive, or lie down until the batsman has played a stroke or the ball has passed the batsman.

Clause (b).    Violation of any of the amendments to Law 41 will result in a no ball.
Change to:

Clause (a).    No fielder shall dive, or lie down unless they are making a genuine attempt to field the ball.

Clause (b).    Violation of Rule 18A or amendments to Law 41 (MCC Rules of play) will result in a no ball.

27. Suggestions by TV (AUS) on new rules – category catching and caller to B1s by substitute runner; countries to consider this and revert.

28. Suggestion of Pakistan on new rules – regarding maximum B1 fielders near the stumps; countries to consider and revert.

29. Strategic Plan Draft for WBCC accepted and adopted by the house.

30. Existing Indian ball be used for all International games from end of Jan. 2004 until further development takes place on any new ball 

31. GA & DR (IND) to explore making of the new ball in India and revert to WBCC by 31st March 2004 and confirm if it can work on it and if yes, to commit a time frame for the same.

32. The EC to work on a draft of WBCC regulation document and circulate to all member countries for review and revert.

33. TG (ENG) to work on remaking the WBCC rules with all the changes made so far in the AGMs, also include the Tournament conduct rules and circulate to member countries. (Already circulated).

34. WBCC to seek a patron for it

35. John Major, ex England Prime Minister to be tried for being the first Patron of WBCC (he has since said no to it).

36. Member countries to suggest by e mail alternative names for Patronage and also revert to SG, WBCC with ideas on how to approach the Patron for discussions.

37. George Abraham (IND) overviews the Strategic Planning Committee and takes input from the executive council

38. Tim Guttridge (ENG) to chair the Technical Committee and Trevor Vayro (AUS) to support him

39. RB (SL) to have the German Company willing to support Blind Cricket, meet up with GA (IND).

40. A website to be created for WBCC and GA (IND) to create a document to initiate the process 

41. Dress Code agreed for all WBCC international games and it would be included as part of the WBCC Regulations document to be circulated by the EC.

42. The date for next meeting to be finalized and proposed by any host country latest by 30th April 2004, after the date and venue for the next world cup is finalized.

